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‘India is at par with the world, a great time to contribute
to growth’: Jitendra Singh at THE WEEK Connect event

A coffee table book titled ‘Pioneers of India’ was launched on the occasion

India is at par with the world and these are
better times to contribute to the growth of
the country, said Hon’ble Minister of State
for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences,
Atomic Energy and Space, Jitendra Singh
at THE WEEK Connect event “Pioneers of
India” in association with Dinesh Anand
Production.

The minister was speaking at THE WEEK
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Connect day-long event ‘Pioneers of
India’ was organised at India Habitat
Centre, New Delhi. Dr. Jitendra Singh
unveiled “Pioneers of India” the Coffee
Table book about 29 personalities who
contributed to diverse fields such as
health, education, social service etc., and
were also felicitated.

Addressing the gathering, Singh said that
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these are opportune and better times for
the medical and scientific fraternity to
learn and contribute to the growth of the
country.

“In the past 10 years we have been
able to find connectivity and create an
environment for different stakeholders to
work together which was possibly absent
before,” the minister said, adding, “I must
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Dr. Jitendra Singh, MOS, Science and Technology (Centre), along with (From R) Riyad Mathew, Chief Associate Editor and Director, THE WEEK, Dinesh Anand, Director,
Dinesh Anand Production, Dinesh Goyal, Director, Goyal group of Industries and R. Prasannan , Resident Editor, THE WEEK, release the coffee table book on Pioneers

of India at Habitat centre, New Delhi
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say that these are better times because
we are at par with the rest of the world.
The acceptance between the public and
private sector in healthcare has improved
and both do not look at each other with
scepticism now. Such environment has
been created in the past 10 years.”

Referring to the internship programme
and the removal of angel tax in the
recent union budget, Singh said that such
unorthodox decisions are being taken
because of the support of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

“The removal of angel tax is a huge reform
and is expected to make it easier for
startups to secure and scale investments.
We have also made changes in the CSR
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Act to help the startups grow,” Singh
added.

Singh said that India has become cost-
effective and world class and is emerging
as a new global destination in the
healthcare sector. But, at the same time,
he said that challenges have become
complex.

“The disease spectrum has changed.
On one hand, we are dealing with
communicable diseases, on the other, we
have to deal with metabolic disorders.
Lifespan has also become very confusing.
We are living long enough without
metabolic diseases but at the same time
later age diseases are affecting people
at a much younger age,” he said, urging
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the medical fraternity to take this as an
opportunity to learn.

Even as challenges are complex, the
minister said that this presents an
opportunity to learn. “There is a much
bigger pool to practice. The technology
that has come to our disposal is also
moving progressively. | do not know
what the future holds especially with
Al.  Transformation of unimaginable
proportions is happening and we have to
learn and cope with that,” he said.

He mentioned the space sector as one of
the striking success stories.

“We moved away from working behind
a veil of secrecy and resultantly the
quantum of jump was such that in a
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“As India stands close to achieving the
Viksit Bharat-2047 vision, we need

to inspire our younger generations

to own and discharge their
responsibilities,” the Minister said.

period of three years, the number of
start-ups went up from just 1 to 229. The
scepticism and hesitation to engage with
each other is no longer there. Our space
economy is today worth US $ 8 billion
projected go up to US $ 44 billion in 10
years. We never had the dearth of talent

said they will go back home with a heavy
responsibility and liability to give back to
the community.

“You can contribute in whatever way you
can. You have to change the mindset of
the professionals working under you. |
am sure more and more people will excel
and soon we will be giving awards for
philanthropy on the same platform,” he
said.

“If we want to contribute to the vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047, the responsibility of
health professionals becomes all the more

: \/ important as preventive healthcare is the
P 2 key. We have to preserve the energies of
< our younger generations so that they are

and scientific & research acumen. But we
lacked support from policymakers and

able to discharge their responsibilities in
years to come,” he added.

the political class. In the past 10 years that

has gone away;” Singh added. The day-long event saw panel discussions

on important issues ranging from Health

As a message to the awardees, Singh & Wellness - The Way Forward, Medical
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Education, New Age Education & Al and
The Health Landscape in Rural Areas.

The event began with an insightful
panel discussion on Health & Wellness
in India, bringing together experts from
various fields of medicine to discuss
pressing issues of health & wellness and
the scenario in rural India. The discussion
revolved around the distinction between
‘Health’ & ‘Wellness, that explored the
state of awareness in India, put forth
actionable steps with respect to overall
well-being of individuals in society and
highlighted various challenges faced by
doctors in the area.

Another panel discussion on  New
Age Education & Al, brought together
educators and thought leaders to
explore the evolving education system
in the age of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
and Technology. The conversation

highlighted opportunities and challenges
posed by these advancements, and
the need to balance technological
integration with traditional educational
values. They also discussed the role
of Al in education, acknowledging
its potential to revolutionize learning
as well as challenges it presents. As a
double-edged sword, Al has a lot of
potential to personalise learning, provide
instant feedback, and make educational
resources much more accessible.

Finally, the panel discussed The Health
Landscape in Rural Areas. A critical issue
is the lack of awareness about good
health practices in rural areas. Despite
advancements in healthcare, most
urban Indians and substantial chunk of
the rural population remain unaware
of basic health principles, contributing
to preventable diseases. The discussion

touched upon the importance of a
healthy diet in maintaining good health.
A balanced diet, rich in fruits, vegetables,
whole grains, and lean proteins, is
essential to prevent chronic diseases such
as diabetes and hypertension. A poignant
point was raised by a fellow woman
panellist about the unfair burden placed
on women in households, particularly in
India. Women often prioritise the health
and well-being of their families over
their own even during pregnancy. Such
neglects can have serious consequences
on their health. Therefore, there is a need
for greater awareness and support for
women in the society, urging to prioritise
women’s health and well-being as much
as other members of the family. Therefore,
the multifaceted nature of health &
wellness remained the focus for the
discussion as well.




THE WEEK CONNECT PRESENTS “PIONEERS OF INDIA”
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH DINESH ANAND PRODUCTION
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